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Abstract 

Australia boasts one of the largest Maltese diaspora in the world. Having a reciprocal 

relationship with Australia for generations, we have an enduring bond that has lived through 

two world wars and mass migration. Presently, however, Maltese youth are experiencing an 

unprecedented dislocation from their language and rich heritage. While we acknowledge and 

deeply appreciate the contribution of our predecessors in maintaining Maltese culture in 

Australia, we also recognise that some of these approaches are outdated, stifling the voice of 

young Maltese-Australians.    

This paper posits that these issues can be addressed through the intentional and persistent 

efforts of Maltese-Australian young people today. MAYC, the Maltese-Australians' Youth 

Committee (NSW) is one such youth organisation that envisions new perspectives in forging 

a resilient community for Maltese-Australians of all ages.  

To date, our Facebook page, which is our main means of engagement with the Maltese-

Australian community, has over 1600 followers, and is continuing to grow with an average 30 

new followers each week. MAYC regularly uploads  Facebook posts that create awareness of 

Maltese and / or Australian matters, which has proven to be an effective means of creating 

awareness within the Maltese-Australian community.  

 

Introduction 

The data presented in this paper has been obtained from a MAYC online survey, which 

sought to gauge Maltese-Australians’ awareness in the following three areas:  

1. The reciprocal benefits of dual citizenship to Maltese-Australians; 

2. Establishing networks and promoting study and exchange programs between 

Australian and Maltese educational institutions, and highlighting the opportunity of 

Australian-Maltese high school students to study the Maltese language in Australian 

schools;  

3. The promotion of Maltese culture in Australia, including creative arts and sports 

festivals featuring Maltese and Maltese-Australian artists, and promoting tourism of 

Malta in Australia. 

This survey was open for a period of 12 days in January 2015. A total of 149 Maltese living in 

Australia have shared their perspectives, discussed below.  

MAYC recognises the need for organisations in Malta, such as L-Aġenzija Żagħżagħ and L-

Universitá ta’ Malta, to assist Maltese-Australian organisations reaching these goals in the 

form of projects that encourage Maltese cultural identity in Australia. It is also imperative that 

Maltese-Australian youth actively take part in such initiatives. Each point raised above will be 

discussed in light of these two considerations: the need to create projects that promote each 

area, and at the same time, build relationships with Maltese-Australians, in particular the 

younger generation, so that they are able to participate in the life of the Maltese-Australian 

community through these projects. We feel that these three areas are not commonly known or 

effectively communicated amongst Maltese-Australians at large. 
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1 Dual Citizenship 

Since dual citizenship has become available for Maltese living in Australia, a substantial 

number of Maltese-Australians have taken advantage of it
1
 . Our survey responses showed 

various motivations for obtaining dual citizenship, and some were strongly motivated by their 

Maltese-Australian identity, as it would: 

Open up the doors of opportunity to something that is rightfully mine... open 

employment and accommodation benefits within our home land... [and] open up many 

path ways in life now and in the future. 

Other comments revealed how dual citizenship bolsters a “feeling of identity”, allowing 

Maltese-Australians to “fully identify [with] my Maltese heritage”, and “be in the country of 

my ancestors”. Importantly, dual citizenship is also seen as helping to “maintain the 

connection with Malta”.  

Our survey revealed that 87.6%  of respondents were aware that due to their Maltese heritage,  

they may be eligible to apply for dual citizenship and its rights and responsibilities. In 

gathering research for this paper, however, it became evident that there exists no uniform 

information on the criteria of eligibility and the rights and responsibilities of Maltese 

citizenship in Australia. While we are aware that the Maltese Citizenship Act Cap. 188 (2007) 

is not simplistic in its nature and that there may be documents that clarify these processes, 

there needs to be a more streamlined effort in the promotion of this information.  

 

Recommendations:  

 Formulating an ‘official’ mind map / information sheet for Maltese living in Australia 

with a range of simple ‘yes-no’ questions that provide information for the processes of 

obtaining dual citizenship, with further contact details for the Maltese consulates for 

each Australian state or territory; 

 Each Australian state’s or territory’s consulate to have their own official government 

website with such information, and a Facebook page to disseminate information to the 

younger generation. The Facebook page could include brief posts with information 

regarding dual citizenship, in a similar way that MAYC shares information with the 

Maltese-Australian community.  

 More promotion of the benefits of having a Maltese passport for work, study, and 

leisure within the European Economic Area through the suggested means.  

  

                                                           
1
 Cauchi M.N., ‘The Second Generation in Australia: A survey of Maltese-background persons’, April 2014.  

Our online survey results showed that 16.7% of our respondents obtained a Maltese passport.   
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2 Tertiary Educational Partnerships and the Maltese Language 

While we acknowledge that study exchanges between the University of Malta and Australian 

universities have been established for some time, it is almost completely up to the student to 

access this information, with the universities’ promotion being very limited. For example, 

upon enquirying about student exchange between the University of Western Sydney (UWS) 

for the purpose of this paper, and the University of Malta, it became apparent that these 

partnerships already exist. This is not an isolated case – many Maltese-Australian tertiary 

students are not aware that they can undertake study at the University of Malta which can 

contribute to their Australian degree. This can create invaluable opportunities for Australian 

students to form relationships with Malta and other EU member states. From 2010 to 2014, no 

UWS students have gone to Malta on exchange, and only one student from L-Universitá ta’ 

Malta has done an exchange at UWS
2
. UWS are keen to engage its Maltese-Australian 

student body in these exchange programs, but promotion is desperately lacking. From our 

experience in engaging with our Maltese-Australian community in NSW, some believe that 

connecting with their heritage is useful as it informs cultural identity, but offers very limited 

career prospects. If the relationships between Australian and Maltese tertiary institutions were 

better promoted, it would lead to the younger generation seeing the multi-faceted benefits of 

engaging with their Maltese heritage.  

It is well known that Maltese language retention and transmission amongst second-generation 

Maltese is generally poor
3

 . By contrast, in the 1980s in Australia, “it [was] not 

uncommon...to find Maltese parents who [spoke] to their children in Maltese, while their 

children answered them in English”
4
. This ability to understand spoken Maltese from one’s 

parents is being lost by today’s Maltese youth.  One of the most challenging aspects facing 

the younger generation is the desire and ability to engage in learning the Maltese language. In 

a country such as Australia, where English is the only official language, there is considerable 

pressure to speak English only as this is the norm. English is used in all daily interactions, so 

learning Maltese becomes a deteroirating priority. Add to this the fact that learning Maltese is 

not readily accessible for most working men and women in a metropolitan society, it is 

understandable why many people of Maltese heritage struggle to learn and / or maintain their 

fluency in the language. Our survey respondents echo these sentiments:  

There really is no advantage [to speaking Maltese], as all the Maltese people I know 

both in Australia and Malta speak English! 

There is no future for the [Maltese] language in this country. 

Whilst we acknowledge that learning Maltese in Australia is no simple task, there is a clear 

and persistent desire within Maltese-Australians to speak the language of their ancestors. 

Survey participants expressed that if classes were available, they would study the Maltese 

language. One respondent encapsulates the views of many when they stated: 

Yes I would [learn Maltese]...it’s a matter of time and my availability. I want to learn 

the language as it would be an essential part of my heritage that I could bring with me 

to the next generation. 

Various community-based schools have been established to this end, catering for children 

through to adult learners at various levels of proficiency. One of the most recognised forms of 

                                                           
2
 Email communication with University of Western Sydney, Study Abroad Exchange Officer, UWS 

International, 3
rd

 February 2015 
3
 Cauchi M.N., ‘The Second Generation in Australia: A survey of Maltese-background persons’, April 2014, 

pp.12-13.  
4
 Maltese Welfare NSW, ‘Maltese Youth in the Eighties’ Paper, 1982, p.2.  
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Maltese language education in Australia is its presence as an examinable subject in all 

Australian states’ secondary high school education certificates
5
. Enrolments in the Maltese 

(continuers) course in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia have dwindled over the 

past five years
6
. In 2011, Maltese was ranked 58 out of 59 languages for total enrolments in 

the NSW HSC
7
, showing dire participation from the young Maltese community. Should these 

numbers fall below 15 enrolments Australia-wide in the space of three consecutive years
8
, this 

course could cease to exist.  

We feel that if there is one cultural aspect of our Maltese heritage we can work towards 

keeping alive for many generations to come in Australia, it is the Maltese language. 

 

Recommendations:  

 Better promotion of study exchange programs between Australian and Maltese tertiary 

institutions, and the potential benefits and opportunities;   

 Availability of online courses for the Maltese language, such as the University of 

Malta’s ‘Survival Maltese’
9
; 

 Creating virtual classrooms for students in Australia, e.g. video conferencing with a 

Maltese language lecturer in Malta to teach a class of 8-10 students in Australia each 

week for a duration of 10-12 weeks biannually. This could bolster the numbers for 

secondary high school certificate study of the Maltese language, and also create an 

interactive and effective learning space for adult learners. A possible venue for such 

delivery in Australia could be La Vallette Social Centre in Blacktown, New South 

Wales, that has resources available to facilitate such learning. It is anticipated that the 

National Council for the Maltese Language would disseminate this project in 

collaboration with community organisations such as MAYC and La Valette. 

  

                                                           
5
 Called the Higher School Certificate (HSC) in New South Wales, the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 

in Victoria, and the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) in South Australia  

6
 See Appendices 1-3 for figures detailing enrolment numbers.  

7
 http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/bos_stats/media-guide-2011/enrolment-tables.html  

8
 Email communication with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, 22

nd
 January 2015.  

9
 University of Malta, “Survival Maltese” Course Code: MAL0011

 http://www.um.edu.mt/arts/studyunit/MAL0011 
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3 Maltese Culture, Festivals and Tourism in Australia  

Many Maltese community events, such as a festa and gatherings held in social centres such as 

La Valette, do not attract many of the younger generation Maltese living in Australia. Events 

that did draw significant numbers of younger generation Maltese, such as the annual Made in 

Malta dance party, were funded by the organisers themselves, who paid for the flight and 

accommodation of Maltese performers. The cost for the organisers is considerable, running 

into tens of thousands of dollars, with the risk of no financial return. 

Sporting communities are a very significant part of Australian life, and participation in these 

groups fosters a strong sense of connectedness and integration for Maltese in Australia. The 

Malta Heritage Rugby League team in Sydney, managed by David Axisa, receives support 

from the Maltese and Australian business communities in Australia for their most basic needs, 

however members are also contributing from their personal finances to ensure the team’s 

continuity. Matthew Frendo, a current player of the Malta Heritage Rubgy League Team in 

Sydney, shared the importance of rugby for Maltese-Australian youth:  

Rugby league is an Aussie sport, and to tie that in with my Maltese heritage is a 

dream to many…what a better way to showcase our heritage than on Aussie 

turf…90% of players are born in Australia, but they show glimpses of their Maltese 

heritage, and it’s great to see their families coming to watch and support both 

cultures of sport. 

Maltese tourism is very rarely if at all promoted in Australia. One of the most popular ways of 

travelling in Europe for Australian young people is taking part on a Contiki tour, or as better 

known in Europe, Top Deck Tours
10

. These tours feature countries that have the same depth 

of history as the Maltese islands. None of these tours, however, feature Malta as a destination. 

We argue that many Australians, not just Maltese-Australians, would visit Malta if it were 

counted in the countries features on such tours. A staggering 97.7% of our survey respondents 

stated that travel tours from Australia ought to include Malta as a destination.  

 

Recommendations:  

 Maltese TV channels such as TVM to feature Maltese-Australian stories, such as the 

one that appeared recently on TV programme Malta U Lil Hinn Minnha featuring La 

Valette Social Centre, Blacktown, NSW;  

 Further sponsorship from Maltese and Australian communities for events such as 

Made in Malta and sporting clubs such as Malta Heritage Rugby League Team to 

ensure the longevity and success of such events; 

 Intentional promotion of tourism in Australia, including the presence of Malta as a 

country for Contiki / Top Deck tours. Promotional materials highlighting Maltese 

tourism do not reach Australia’s Maltese diaspora. We recommend that the 

government bodies for tourism and foreign affairs in Australia and Malta engage in 

partnerships to address these issues.  

  

                                                           
10

 These tours have varying lengths, such as a 20 day holiday of well-known European cities. See 

 www.contiki.com or www.topdeck.travel for more information.  
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Concluding Remarks 

Maltese-Australian communities such as MAYC are in a position and willing to forge strong 

networks with Maltese organisations to see the recommendations such as those from this 

paper come to fruition. These projects, if implemented, will do much to engage younger 

generations of Maltese in Australia, which we believe will encourage a deeper sense of 

identification with their Maltese heritage. Many of our recommendations focus on the need to 

promote the services that may already exist for Maltese in Australia. With the combined 

efforts of the Maltese in Malta and Australia, as well as Maltese diaspora further afield, we 

can bolster our cultural identity to ensure that it lives on for generations.  

MAYC are committed to work towards actioning these recommendations with the assistance 

of various Maltese and Australian government bodies and agencies so that our cultural 

identity is strengthened for the emerging Maltese diaspora. 

We express our sincere gratitude to the Convention Committee for this opportunity to present 

these concerns in such a forum. 
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Appendix 1: NSW Statistics for Maltese Continuers Enrolments 2010-2014  

 

Date Students who sat the Maltese 

examination (Graded Assessment 3) 

2010 

 

0 students 

2011 3 students 

(ranked 58/59 languages taught in 

NSW) 

2012 

 

0 students 

2013 

 

3 students 

2014 

 

1 student 

 

Source: http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/bos_stats/ 

 

 

Appendix 2: Victorian statistics for Maltese Continuers Enrolments 2010-2014 

 

Date Students who sat the Maltese 

examination (Graded Assessment 3) 

2010 

 

0 students 

2011 

 

5 students 

2012 

 

0 students 

2013 

 

14 students 

2014 

 

2 students 

 

Source: VCE statistics provided via email communication with Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 

Authority, 21
st
 January, 2015. 
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Appendix 3: South Australia Statistics for Maltese Continuers Enrolments 2010-2014  

 

Date Students who sat the Maltese 

examination (Graded Assessment 3) 

2010 

 

4 students 

2011 

 

9 students 

2012 

 

3 students 

2013 

 

3 students 

2014 

 

0 students 

 

Source: 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/documents/277644/978256/CCAFL+Teleconference+Minutes.doc/0949be4d-e96d-

48d4-8dad-f0c7b10559df?version=1.1 (2010) 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/documents/838603/2994502/06+-

+South+Australian+Certificate+of+Education+%28SACE%29%20Stage+2+Subject+Enrolment+Data,%202011

-2012.pdf/155fb524-9ad5-4010-8a13-e4ba0da27e4f (2011-2012) 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/documents/838603/77f3ba36-311b-4e13-9e45-4c07e51ba180 (2013)  

 

 


